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Course Title English Language Communication Skills Lab. 

Course Code A10083 

Programme B.Tech Common for all branches  
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Course Structure 

Theory Practical 

Lectures Tutorials Credits Laboratory Credits 

   3 4 

Chief Coordinator D .RAYAPPA 

 

 

Course Faculty 

1.M. Madhukumar  

2. D. Radhika  

3. Karunakar  

  

I. COURSE OVERVIEW: 

 

The Language Lab focuses on the production and practice of sounds of language and 

familiarises the 

students with the use of English in everyday situations and contexts. 
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II. MARKS DISTRIBUTION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. DELIVERY / INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGIES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. EVALUATION METHODOLOGY: 

 

DISTRIBUTION AND WEIGHTAGE OF MARKS 

English Language Laboratory Practical Paper: 

 

1. The practical examinations for the English Language Laboratory shall be conducted as per the 

University norms prescribed for the core engineering practical sessions. 

2. For the Language lab sessions, there shall be a continuous evaluation during the year for 25 

sessional marks and 50 year-end Examination marks. Of the 25 marks, 15 marks shall be awarded 

for day-to-day work and 10 marks to be awarded by conducting Internal Lab Test(s). The year-end 

Examination shall be conducted by an external examiner/ or the teacher concerned with the help of 

another member of the staff of the same department of the same institution 

Subject Internal  

Examination 

External  

Examination 

Total 

Marks 

Linear Algebra and Ordinary 

Differential Equations 
25 marks  50 Marks 75 

✔ Chalk & Talk ✔ Oral  

PRESENTAT

ION  

✔ NEWS PAPER 

READING  

 

✔ Videos 

✔ LCD / PPT ✔ GROUP 

ACTIVITIES  

✘ Mini Project ✘ EXPERMEN

T  
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IV.  COURSE OBJECTIVES (COs): 

The course should enable the students to: 

I To facilitate computer-aided multi-media instruction enabling individualized and 

independent language learning 

II To sensitise the students to the nuances of English speech sounds, word accent, 

intonation and rhythm 

III To bring about a consistent accent and intelligibility in their pronunciation of English 

by providing an 

opportunity for practice in speaking IV To improve the fluency in spoken English and neutralize mother tongue influence 

V To train students to use language appropriately for interviews, group discussion and 

public speaking  

VI  .HOW COURSE OUTCOMES ARE ASSESSED: 

 

COURSE OUTCOMES  (COs) 

CO 1 Improve the language proficiency of the students in 

language skills 

CO 2 Apply English language  communication skills in 

formal and informal situations 

CO 3  Summarize the main ideas of comprehension 

passages. 

CO4  Relate principles of English grammar to enhance 

language skills of a student 

CO5 Classify different compositions of writing  in English 
language  

  

3 = High; 2 = Medium; 1 = Low 
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 VIII. COURSE PO’S AND CO’S  

 

3 = High; 2 = Medium; 1 = Low 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CO’S PO

1 

PO

2 

PO

3 

PO

4 

PO5 P

O

6 

PO

7 

PO

8 

PO

9 

PO 

10 

PO 

11 

PO 

12 

PS

O1 

PSO

2 

PSO

3 

C101.1         3         2   2       

C101.2         2         2           

C101.3                   3           

C101.4                 3 2   2       

C101.5                 3 3           

AVG      2.50    3.00 2.40  2.00    
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VII. Program Outcomes 

PO1: Engineering knowledge: Ability to apply knowledge of Mathematics (differential       

equations, vector calculus, complex variables, matrix theory, probability theory),          

Sciences (Physics, Chemistry &Environmental Sciences & Gender Sensitization) as          

required in academics. 

PO2: Problem analysis: An ability to identify and analyse the problems in Mathematics &         

basic sciences and the data acquired from Lab experiments.   

PO3: Design/development of solutions: Ability to design solutions for problems existing 

in         cultural, social and environmental related issues.    

PO4: Conduct investigations of complex problems: An ability to interpret the knowledge 

&         methods acquired from experiments to provide conclusions. 

PO5: Modern tool usage: An ability to use current techniques & skills necessary for 

finding        solutions in Mathematics, Sciences & English Language.  

PO6: The engineer and society: Ability to use the knowledge acquired through 

Humanities         and implement responsibilities towards society.  

PO7: Environment and sustainability: An ability to demonstrate professional skills and          

contextual reasoning to asses environmental & societal issues for sustainable 

development. 

PO8: Ethics: Ability to understand professional ethics & responsibilities learnt through 

Social Sciences & Gender sensitization subjects. 

PO9: Individual and team work: Ability to comprehend employable skills for individual 

and team work in order to get employment. 

PO10: Communication: Ability to communicate effectively in English Language in both 

oral and written form. 

PO11: Project management and finance: Ability to demonstrate and apply knowledge of 

principles for working in teams & manage relevant projects.  

PO12: Life-long learning: Ability to recognize the need for and ability to engage in lifelong 

learning in view of the changes in technological issues.  

                                         3 = High; 2 = Medium; 1 = Low 
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IX. SYLLABUS : 

 

Syllabus: English Language Communication Skills Lab shall have two 

parts: 

a. Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL) Lab 

b. Interactive Communication Skills (ICS) Lab 

The following course content is prescribed for the English Language 

Communication Skills Lab 

Exercise – I 

CALL Lab: Introduction to Phonetics – Speech Sounds – Vowels and 

Consonants 

ICS Lab: Ice-Breaking activity and JAM session 

Articles, Prepositions, Word formation- Prefixes & Suffixes, Synonyms & 

Antonyms 

Exercise – II 

CALL Lab: Structure of Syllables - Past Tense Marker and Plural Marker – 

Weak Forms and Strong Forms - Consonant Clusters 

ICS Lab: Situational Dialogues – Role-Play- Expressions in Various Situations 

– Self-introduction and Introducing Others – Greetings – Apologies – 

Requests – Social and Professional Etiquette - Telephone Etiquette. 

Concord (Subject in agreement with verb) and Words often misspeltconfused/ 

misused 

Exercise - III 

CALL Lab: Minimal Pairs- Word accent and Stress Shifts- Listening 

Comprehension. 

ICS Lab: Descriptions- Narrations- Giving Directions and guidelines. 

Sequence of Tenses, Question Tags and One word substitutes. 

Exercise – IV 

CALL Lab: Intonation and Common errors in Pronunciation. 

ICS Lab: Extempore- Public Speaking 

Active and Passive Voice, –Common Errors in English, Idioms and Phrases 
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Exercise – V 

CALL Lab: Neutralization of Mother Tongue Influence and Conversation 

Practice 

ICS Lab: Information Transfer- Oral Presentation Skills 

Reading Comprehension and Job Application with Resume preparation. 

 

 

X.COURSE PLAN: 

 

The course plan is meant as a guideline. Probably there may be changes. 

 

 

UNIT TOPIC No: of Labs 

 

 Date 

 1 

 Introduction to the Sounds of English- Vowels, 

Diphthongs & Consonants. 

     

2 

Structure of Syllables - Past Tense Marker and 

Plural Marker –weak forms and strong forms - 

consonant clusters 

     

3 

 Minimal Pairs- Word accent and Stress Shifts- 

Listening Comprehension. 

     

4 

Intonation and Common errors in Pronunciation. 

     

5 

‘Neutralization of Mother Tongue Influence and 

Conversation  Practice 
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UNIT – I  

 

PHONETICS:  

Phonetics is the scientific study of speech sounds. It is a fundamental branch of Linguistics. 

Received Pronunciation (RP) is a form of pronunciation of the English language which has 

traditionally been the prestige British accent. RP is a form of English English. The Sounds of 

English and Their Representation: In English, there is no one-to-one relation between the system of 

writing and the system of pronunciation. The alphabet which we use to write English has 26 letters 

but in English there are approximately 44 speech sounds. To represent the basic sound of spoken 

languages linguists use a set of phonetic symbols called the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). 

Consonants are 24 in numbers. And there are twenty distinctive vowel sounds, made up of twelve 

pure vowels or monophthongs and eight vowel diphthongs (glides). 

Tense Marker: the past tense verb “walked“, as in, “I walked away,” what is the last sound that you 

hear in the verb?  

 

• “Walked” [wakt]  

 

1) The -ed verb ending sounds like a [t], “Walked” [wakt], even though it ends in the letter “d”.  

What do you hear when I say:  

 

• “smelled“, as in, “it smelled bad.”  

 

2) The -ed verb ending sounds like a [d]: “smelled” [smeld]  

And when I say, “visited”, as in “I visited New York City”, how did I pronounce that “-ed” ending?  

 

• [Id] [vizitid].  

 

3) The -ed verb ending sounds like [ɪd], [vizitid]. 
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UNIT - II 

Structure of Syllables - Past Tense Marker and Plural Marker –weak forms and strong forms - 

consonant clusters 

           THE SYLLABLE 
 

Words are made up of one or more than one separately pronounced parts, which are 
called syllables. A syllable is a group of sounds with one vowel sound and one or more 
than one consonant sounds. 

 

Many words have more than one syllable each. For example, the English word, teacher 

has two syllables, teach / ti!ʧ / and er /e/. 

 

Structure of 

Syllables 
 

A syllable can be analyzed in terms of its segments which are also called speech sounds. 
These segments fall into two categories, consonants and vowels. A consonant functions as 
a marginal element, i.e., it occurs at the beginning or at the end of a syllable when it is 
termed a releasing or an arresting consonant. The vowel is the nucleus or the central part 
of the syllable. 

 

 

For example, the word book /            / has the structure CVC (i.e., it is made up of one 

consonant, one vowel and one consonant). The structure of the syllable /           / can be 

shown 
thus: 

                        C                                 V                                 C 
 

 

releasing consonant              nucleus               arresting consonant 
 

Table for Syllables of Words 
 

Syllables Words Sounds of consonant (C) and vowel (V) 

One book, eat, mouth C + V+C,    V+C,        C+V+C 

Two reader, almost C + V / C + V, V+C / C+V+CC 

Three Already, condition V+C / C+V,  C+V+C / C+V+C 

More than three Examination V+C+C+V/C+V/C+V/C+V+C 
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 PAST TENSE MARKERS (alveolar plosives, / t / and /) 
 

 
 

The alveolar plosives, / t / (voiceless) and / d / (voiced) are inflexional suffixes when used 

for making past and past participle forms of verbs. The suffixes are always represented by 

the letter - d or the letters -ed. The different pronunciations of these suffixes are governed 

by the following rules. 

1.  These suffixes are pronounced / t / after voiceless consonants other than / t /. 
 

 

For example kicked / k#kt / 

 
 

laughed 
 

/ lɑ!ft / 

 
 

locked 
 

pushed 

 

/ l%kt / 
 

/ pʊʃt / 
  

stopped 
 

/ stɒpt / 
 
 
 

2.  The following are  pronounced /  d  /  after  voiced sounds (remember, voiced 
sounds 

 

include vowels) other than / d /. 
 
 
 

For example begged / begd / 

 
 

called 
 

/ k&:ld / 

 
 

loved 
 

/ l'vd / 

 
 

played 
 

/ ple#d / 

 
 

robbed 
 

/ r%bd / 

 
 

3.  They are pronounced /-#d / when the root verb ends in / t / and / d /. 
 

 
 

For example              handed            / ‘hænd#d / 
 

hunted             / 
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‘h'nt#d / lamented         

/ lə’ment#d / landed             

/ ‘lænd#d / loaded             

/ ‘ləʊd#d / wanted            

/’w%nt#d / 

 

 
2.3. PLURAL MARKERS (alveolar fricatives / s / 

and / z /) 
 

Both Alveolar Fricatives / s / and / z /  are inflexional suffixes and plural markers. These 

are used for making plurals and possessives of nouns and simple present tense third person 

singular forms of verbs. The suffixes are always represented by the letter -s or the letters -

es. The different pronunciations of these suffixes are governed by the following rules. 

 

 

1.  These suffixes are pronounced /-s / after voiceless consonants other than / s /, / ʃ / 
and 

/ ʧ /. 

 
For example cats / kæts / 

 cooks / kʊks / 
 coughs 

cups 

/ k%fs / 
 

/ kʌps / 
 months / mʌnθs / 

 
2.  The following are pronounced /-z  / after voiced sounds (remember, voiced 

sounds include vowels) other than / z /, /  / and /   /. 

 
For example bags / bægz / 

 boards / b&:dz / 

 calls / k&:lz / 

 cities 

comes 

/ s#t#z / 

/ kʌmz / 

                                               goes                / gəʊz         
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ears                 / #əz / 

loathes            / ləʊðz / 

loves               / l'vz / 

plays               / ple#z / 

rubs                   / r'bz / 

sons                / s'nz / 

They are pronounced /-#z  / when the root (i.e., singular noun or the infinitive form 

of the verb) ends in / s /, /z/, / ʃ /, /  /, / ʧ / and /   /. 
 

 

For example buses / b's#z/ 

 bushes / bʊʃ#z / 

 catches / kæʧ#z / 

 edges / e    #z / 

 garages / gærɑ! #z / 

 roses / rəʊz#z / 

 

CONTENT WORDS AND FUNCTION WORDS 

 

It is generally the case that one word is stressed more than any other since it 

possesses the highest information content for the discourse utterance, that is, it informs 

the hearer most. The group of words described above is largely from what is called 

'content' words as opposed to 'function' words. 

 

Content (stressed) words are nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs while function 

(unstressed) words are articles, prepositions, conjunctions, and modal auxiliaries. 

Furthermore, it is content words that are polysyllabic, not function words. 

 

This classification conforms to grammatical considerations. The classification we present 

here from a suprasegmental viewpoint that is on the basis of being stressed or not, is 

slightly different from that of grammar. Consider the following: 
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Content/Stressed Words Function/Unstressed Words 

Main verbs modal auxiliaries 

Nouns Articles 

Adjectives Conjunctions 

Adverbs Prepositions 

Demonstratives Pronouns 

Interrogative pronouns  

 
                For example: She ‘took the ‘dog for a ‘walk in the ‘park 

 

. WEAK FORMS AND STRONG FORMS 
 

 

Content or lexical words tend to be stressed and structural or functional words are 

generally not stressed in connected speech. Structural or functional words have a strong 

form and weak form. When these words are not stressed the weak form is used. For 

example, the word and is 

pronounced / ænd / in isolation, but in connected speech it is reduced to /ənd /, / ən/ or 

 

/n /. People often say butter and jam and bread and butter as 

/ b'tər   ən       æm /    / bred  n b'tə / 

and not with the strong form / ænd /. The use of weak forms is essential part of English 

speech and you must learn to use the weak forms of structural words if you want to acquire 

the rhythm  of English speech. 
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The following is a list of some structural words which have weak forms in connected speech: 
 

ARTICLES STRONG 
FORMS 

WEAK FORMS EXAMPLES 

A / e# / / ə / a girl / ə   g/!l / 
An / æn / / ən  / an apple      /æn    æpl/ 
the / ði!/ / ð#/   before a vowel 

/ ðə/ before a consonant 

the orange / ð# %r#n  / 

the pen     /ðə pen/ 
 

 

Determiners / Quantifiers  
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Pronouns  

 

Propositions  
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Auxiliaries  
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/s/ /sp-/, /st-/, /sk- /,/sm-/, 

/sn-/,/sl-/, /sw-/ 
(three consonants) 

 

Space, speak, staff, state, scale, school, 
small, smell, snake, sneer, slave, sleep, 
swallow, swear, 
Splash, split, straight, strength, sprain, 
spring, student, stupid, scream, screen, 

Conjunction  

 

CONSONANT CLUSTERS 
 

 

A consonant cluster is a group of two or more consonant letters together in a word. For example, 
in the word “brilliant”, “br” is a consonant cluster, as is “ll”, and also “nt”. Consonant clusters 
are also sometimes known as “consonant blends”. 

 
Consonant clusters can occur at the beginning (an initial consonant cluster), in the middle (a 
medial consonant cluster) or at the end of a syllable (a final consonant cluster). 

 
 

For example, /-st / in the word test, /-mpt/ in the word tempt and /-ksθs/ in the word 
sixths. 

 
Here are a few examples of common English consonant clusters. 

INITIAL CLUSTERS 

First Member 
of the Cluster 

Letters of Cluster Examples 

/p/ /pl-/, /pr-/,/pj-/ Place, play, pray, private, pupil, pure 

/b/ /bl-/, /br-/,/bj-/ Blade, blind, bright, bring, beauty 

/t/ /tr-/,/tw-/,/tj-/ Tray, try, twenty, twinkle, tutor, tune 

/d/ /dr-/,/dw-/,/dj-/ Draw, dry, dwell, during, duty 

/k/ /kl-/,/kr-/,kw-,/kj-/ Class, clay, cross, cry, quick, cure 

/g/ /gl-/, /gr-/ Glad, glass, glory, grain, green, grind 

/f/ /fl-/,/fr-/,/fj-/, Floor, fly, frame, friend, few, funeral, 

/v/ /vj-/ view 

/θ/ /θr-/ Three, throw 

 



Page | 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINAL CLUSTERS 
 

Final Element 

of the Cluster 
Letters of Cluster                                        Examples 

/p/                      /-mp/, /-lp/      (two)                Pump, stamp, help, pulp 

/t/                       /-pt/, /-kt/, /- ʧt/           Adopt, except, act, fact, attached, reached 

/-ft,/ /-st/,                                  Coughed, laughed, first, test, thirst 

/-ʃt/, /-nt/, /-lt/                       Crushed, pushed, ant, tent, bolt, tilt 

/-dst/, /-kst/,     (three)            Midst, fixed 

/-skt/ /-mpt/,                            next, asked, attempt, tempt 

/-ntʃt/, /-nst/                            lunched, against, danced 

/-ŋkt/, /-ŋst/                             Thanked, amongst 

/-lpt/, /-lkt/, /-lst/                  Helped, milked, whilst 

/d/                      /-bd/, /-gd/     (two)                 Robbed, sobbed, begged 

/-  d/, /-vd/                             Judged, loved, proved 

/-ðd/, /-zd/                                Breathed, confused 

/-md/, /-nd/                              Blamed, band, hand 

/-ŋd/, /-ld/                                 Banged, bold, cold 

/-n d/, /-lvd/     (three)          Changed, resolved 

/k/                      /-sk/, /-ŋk/, /-lk/                    Ask, task, tank, thank, bulk, milk 

/ ʧ /          /-nʧ/                                             Branch, lunch 

/   /         /-n /                       Change, orange 

/f/                       /-lf/                                                Self 

/v/                      /-lv/                                               Evolve, solve 

/θ/                      /-pθ/, /-tθ/, /-dθ/                  Depth, eighth, width 
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/s/ /sp-/, /st-/, /sk- /,/sm-/, 

/sn-/,/sl-/, /sw-/ 
(three consonants) 

 

/spl-/, /str-/, /spr-/, 

/stj-/, /skr-/, /skw-/ 

Space, speak, staff, state, scale, school, 
small, smell, snake, sneer, slave, sleep, 
swallow, swear, 
Splash, split, straight, strength, sprain, 
spring, student, stupid, scream, screen, 
square 

/h/ /hj-/ Hue, huge 

/m/ /mj-/ Music, mute 

/n/ /nj-/ New, numerous 

 

 /-fθ/, /-mθ/, /-nθ/ Fifth, warmth, month 

 /-ŋθ/, /-lθ/ Strength, health 

 /-ksθ/, /-lfθ/    (three) Sixth, twelfth 

/s/ /-ps/, /-ts/, /-ks/   (two) Cats, caps, box 

/-fs/, /-θs/,/-ns/, /-ls/ Laughs, fourths, chance, dance, false 

/-pts/, /-pθs/, /-kts/ 
(three) 

Adopts, depths, acts 

/-fts/, /-fθs/, /-sps/ Lifts, fifths, clasps 

/-sts/, /-sks/, /-mps/ Beasts, tasks, lamps 

/-nts/, /-nθs/, /-ŋks/ Ants, tenths, banks 

/-lps/, /-lks/ Helps, silks 

/-mpts/, /-lfθs/     (four) Attempts, twelfths 

/z/ /-bz/, /-dz/, /-gz/   (two) Rubs, heads, dogs 

/-vz/, /-ðz/, /-mz/ Lives, breaths, names 

/-nz/, /-ŋz/, /-lz/ Fans, hangs, balls 

/-ndz/, /-ldz/, /-lvz/ 
(three) 

Hands, builds, solves 
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UNIT – III  

 

Minimal Pairs- Word accent and Stress Shifts- Listening Comprehension. 

MINIMAL PAIRS 
 

A minimal pair is a group of words that differ from each other only in one sound. However, this 

difference brings about a change in meaning. For example, the words fill and till differ only in the 

first consonant sound but they mean different things. 

 

MINIMAL PAIRS 

Vowel Sounds Examples Diphthong Sounds Examples 

/e/ and /æ/ Pet      pat 
Set      sat 

/a#/ and /e#/ Pie      pay 
 

My      may 

/i!/ and /ɪ/ Feel     fill 
Seal     sill 

/æ/ and /e#/ sat       say 
 

rat       ray 

/%/ and /&!/ not      naught 
cot       caught 

/e/ and /e#/ Tell     tail 
 

Sell     sale 

/ɑ!/and /%/ shaft    shot 
car       cost 

/a#/ and / &#/ Buy     boy 
 

Tie      toy 

/ɑ!/and /ɜː/ Smart  skirt 
Dart    dirt 

/əʊ/  and /&!/ Goal    gall 
 

Coal    call 

/ə/ and /'/ Commerce      cup 
About             but 

/aʊ/  and /əʊ/ Now    no 
 

Sow    so 

/ æ/ and /ɪ/ Tan     tin 
Pan     pin 

/#ə/ and /eə/ Fear    fare 
 

Dear    dare 
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/i!/ and /e/ neat     net 
seat     set 

/ʊə/ and /&!/ Mole   mall 
 

Toll     tall 

/ʊ/ and /u!/ pull     pool 
To       two 

/u!/ and /ʊə/ Pool    poor 
 

Tool    tour 

/e/ and /ɪ/ when   win 
fell      fill 

/əʊ/  and /u!/ Throw  Through 
 

Rode    rude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. WORD ACCENT / STRESS 
 
 
 

Accent/Stress is an important feature of English language. This feature of English needs some 

explanation. Stress is the degree of force with which we pronounce a sound. This degree of force is 

mainly pressure from the chest affecting the air-stream. 

 

 

Words are made up of one or more than one separately pronounced parts, which are called syllables. A 

syllable is a group of sounds with one vowel sound and one or more than one consonant sounds. 

 
 

The syllables of a word can be spoken with more or less force or emphasis.  Where a syllable is 

spoken with emphasis it is said to be stressed/accented.  Syllables that are not spoken with emphasis 

are unstressed. Thus, a stressed syllable has the following three features: 

    it is said more loudly than the other syllable or syllables; 
 

    it is said on a different pitch; and 
 

    it is held for a longer time than the other syllable or syllables 
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 RULES OF WORD STRESS (functional shift of stress) 
 
 
 

There are a number of words of two syllables in which the accentual pattern depends on whether the 

word is used as a noun, an adjective or a verb. When the word is used as a noun or an adjective, the 

stress is on the first syllable. When the word is used as a verb, the stress is on the second syllable. Here 

are a few examples: 

Present (V) (accented/stressed on the second syllable) Please 

pre’sent your `case. 

Present (N) (accented/stressed on the first syllable) I sent 

him a birthday ‘present. 

Present (Adj) (accented/stressed on the first syllable) 
 

 

He was ‘present at the lecture. 
 

Noun/Adjective Verb Noun/Adjective Verb 

`absent ab`sent `record re`cord 

`object ob`ject `progress pro`gress 

`subject sub`ject `produce pro`duce 

`permit per`mit `increase in`crease 

 

 

Words with weak prefixes are accented on the root. 
 

a’rise, 
 

a’lone 

ac’cept 
 

a’loud 

be’side 
 

be’tween 

a’dmit 
 

a’part 

a’mount 
 

be’come 

com’pose 
 

de’velop 

a’float be’lieve re’duce 
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            ‘dis’loyal               ‘insin’cere      ‘il’logical          ‘half-‘finished 
 

Verbs of two syllables beginning with the prefix dis- are stressed on the last syllable. 
 

dis’arm dis’agree dis’solve 

dis’band 
 

dis’cern 

dis’guise 
 

dis’may 

dis’tend 
 

dis’turb 

dis’close 
 

dis’count 

dis’pel 
 

dis’miss 

dis’tress 
 

dis’play 

 

 
Words ending in –ion have the stress on the penultimate (i.e., the last but one) syllable. 

 

appli`cation                   compo`sition 

exami`nation                 imagi`nation 

 

 

 

Words ending in –ic / -ical / -ically / -ial / -ially / -ian have the stress on the syllable preceding 
the suffix. 

 

–ic -ical -ically 

apolo`getic apolo`getical apolo`getically 

e`lectric e`lectrical e`lectrically 

sympa`thetic sympa`thetical sympa`thetically 

-ial -ially -ian 

of`ficial of`ficially lib`rarian 

me`morial me`morially mu`sician 

presi`dential presi`dentially poli`tician 
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Words of more than two syllables ending in -ate / -ise / -ize / -ify are stressed on the 
ante- penultimate syllable (i.e., third from the end). 

 

-ate -ise -ize -ify 

`complicate `colonise `realize `justify 

`separate `brutalise Mo`nopolize `classify 

ar`ticulate `recognise `civilize `modify 

 

 

Words ending in –ity, -cracy, -crat, -graph, -graphy, -meter, -logy are stressed on the 
ante- penultimate syllable (i.e., third from the end). 

 

–ity a`bility elc`tricity e`quality 

-cracy au`tocracy de`mocracy bu`reaucracy 

-crat `autocrat `democrat `bureaucrat 

-graph `autogaph `photograph `paragraph 

-graphy au`togaphy pho`tography bi`ography 

-meter ther`mometer lac`tometer di`ammeter 

 

-logy psy`chology bi`ology zo`ology 

 

STRESS SHIFT 
 

Stress shift is quite normal in derivatives. Here are a few example: 
 

a’cademy                    aca’demic                   acade’mician 
 

‘photograph                pho’tographer             photo’graphic 
 

‘politics                      po’litical                     poli’tician 
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LISTENING COMPREHENSION 
 

Comprehension is the act of understanding or the power of the mind to understand. Listening 

Comprehension is the act of understanding an oral message. Being a complex process that 

involves perceiving and interpreting the sounds correctly as well as understanding the explicit 

and implied meaning of the oral message, listening comprehension includes several skills and 

sub-skills. 

 
 

Comprehending a verbal message involves the ability to 
 

•  identify the central theme, main ideas and supporting details; 
 

•  concentrate and understand long speeches; 
 

•  identify the level of formality; 
 

•  deduce incomplete information; and 
 

•  decode unfamiliar vocabulary. 
 

                   Micro – Skills  
 

The following are the micro-skills involved in understanding what someone says to us. The 
listener has to: 

 

•   retain chunks of language in short-term memory 
 

•   discriminate among the distinctive sounds in the new language 
 

•   recognize stress and rhythm patterns, tone patterns, intonational contours. 
 

•   recognize reduced forms of words 
 

•   distinguish word boundaries 
 

•   recognize typical word-order patterns 
 

•   recognize vocabulary 
 

•   detect key words, such as those identifying topics and ideas 
 

•   guess meaning from context 
 

•   recognize grammatical word classes 
 

•   recognize basic syntactic patterns 
 

•   recognize cohesive devices 
 

 

•   detect sentence constituents, such as subject, verb, object, prepositions, and the like 
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EFFECTIVE LISTENING 
 

Moreover, listening is a communication opportunity and taking advantage of such opportunities 

makes a person a dedicated professional. Most students who do not have a systematic approach 

to listening face difficulties in understanding a lecture, a seminar or a discussion. In order to 

improve your listening comprehension, some basic tips on good listening need to be followed 

and active listening techniques should be adopted. Here suggested the 10 rules of thumb for good 

listening. 

. 
 

 

RULES OF GOOD LISTENING 

1 Talking X 

2 Thinking X 

3 Distractions X 

4 Mind Wandering X 

5 Putting the Speaker at Ease   

6 Pre-Judgment X 

7 Patience   

8 Being Angry X 

9 Empathizing with the Speaker   

10 Taking Notes   

 

 

1. Stop Talking: Do not talk while listening. 
 

 
2. Stop Thinking: It is not enough for the listener to keep his/her mouth shut while listening. 
He/she has to stop thinking too. 

 
 

3. Remove Distractions: In order to focus 100 per cent on the person speaking, the listener 
should avoid all kinds of distractions. 
4. Do Not Let Your Mind Wander: One of the main causes of listening inefficiency is the 
slowness of speech. This lag time may make the listener’s mind wander or daydream. This can 
be avoided by concentrating on each word spoken by the speaker. 
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5. Putting the Speaker at Ease: A conducive environment should be provided to the speaker 
in order to enable him/her to be at ease. If the speaker is not comfortable, he/she will not be 
able to speak clearly. 

 
 

6. Do Not Pre-Judge: Give the speaker a chance to complete what he/she has to say. Pre- 
judgement closes the mind. You can make proper judgement only after you have fully 
comprehended the information. 

 
 

7. Be Patient: The speaker should be allowed sufficient time and not interrupted until he/she 
takes a pause. Patience is the key to good listening. 

 
 

8. Do Not Be Angry: The listener should control his/her temper while listening. He/she may 
disagree with the speaker’s point of view. But good listening demands that he/she listens to the 
speaker calmly without making any fuss. 

 
 

9. Empathize with the Speaker: In order to understand the speaker’s perspective and 
appreciate his/her point of view, the listener should try to put him/her in the speaker’s position. 

 
 
 

10. Take Notes: The listener should take notes if he/she wants to keep a record of what was said, 
and wants to use it a later stage. 
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UNIT - V 

Intonation and Common errors in Pronunciation. 

 

Intonation  

 

 
 

Intonation   is the tune of sentences carries an important part of the meaning.  Intonation is the 

tune of the language. If you listen to people speaking and pay attention to the way in which the 

pitch of their voices rises and falls rather than to the individual sounds and words, you will see 

that this is not just a matter of statements and questions, but it is essential for the communication 

of meaning. Words consist of one or more syllables.  Polly syllabic words have one syllable that 

is stressed more than the others.  Sentences also carry stressed and unstressed syllables and this 

pattern of sentence stress helps convey meaning. 

. PITCH 

 

 

The pitch of the voice is determined by the frequency of the vibration of the vocal cords, i.e., the 

number of times they open and close in a second. The patterns of variation of the pitch of the 

voice (i.e. the fall or rise) constitute the intonation of a language. If we say Put it down! The 

pitch of the voice will move from a high level to a low level. This is called the falling tone. It 

can be illustrated thus: 
 

 
 

Put it 
 

d 
 

o 
 

w 
 

n! 
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If we say the same sentence with a rising tone the pitch of the voice will move from low to high, 
as shown below: 

 

n! 
 

w 

o 

d 
 

Put it 
 
 
 

Falling Tone:  A falling tone is used to indicate completion of meaning, assertion, statement, 
order, wh-questions, exclamation and finality. 

 

Examples 
 

I am sick. (statement) 
 

What`s the 'matter? (wh-question) 

How extra'ordinary! (exclamation) 

Take it away. (order) 

…..eight, nine, ten. 
 
 

 
Rising Tone: A rising tone is used to indicate incompletion of meaning, politeness, yes/no 
question, non-finality and request. 

 

Examples 
 

When I went, home ………(incompletion of meaning) 

Sit down (politeness) 

Are you, sick? (yes/no question) 

Eight/nine …..(non-finality) 

Open the door (request) 
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COMMON ERRORS IN PRONUNCIATION 
 

 

 

Generally students commit errors/mistakes in pronouncing some of the English words of which a 

few words given here practice: 
 

 
education 

 

vine 

graduate 
 

wine 

woman 
 

of 

women 
 

off 

chef 
 

about 

parachute 
 

ago 

niche 
 

juvenile 

examination 
 

knowledge 

 
 

 

(Students are advised to pronounce the above given words as known and transcribe them using 
phonetic alphabet and finally check them by referring a dictionary of phonetics) 

 

 
 

When students learn a foreign language like English, they have to understand that it uses a 

different set of sounds and different orthographic rules than their mother tongue (i.e. the same 

letter written in a different language may be pronounced differently). What learners often do is 

that they try to approximate the sounds by the ones they are already familiar with and read words 

as if they were written in their native language. Here are the most common errors of this type: 
 

 
 

    au in English is pronounced as /&:/,  not as /au/,  as in many other languages; for 

example “auto-” is pronounced /&:tə/, as in “autobiography” /&təba#’%grəfi/ and 

“autopsy” /’&:t%psi/. 

 
 

    ps at the beginning of a word is pronounced just as /s/,  such as in “psychology” 

/sa#’k%ləd i/ or “pseudonym” /’sju:dən#m/. 
 

 
 

    eu unlike perhaps all other languages, “eu” in English is pronounced as /jʊ/  (mostly 

UK)  or  /ʊ/  (mostly  US),  and  sometimes  also  long.  Examples  include  “Euclid” 

/jʊ2kl#d/,  or “neuron” /2njʊər%n/. 
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    pn at the beginning of a word is pronounced as /n/, e.g. “pneumatic” /nju!2mæt#k/ 

(UK),  /nu!2mæt#k/   (US),  “pneumonia”  /nju!2məʊniə/   (UK),  /nu!2məʊniə/ 
(US). 

 

 

    kn at the beginning of a word is pronounced as /n/, e.g. “know” /nəʊ/, knee /ni!/, 

knife /na#f/. 

 
 

    x  at  the  beginning  of  a  word  is  pronounced  as  /z/,  not  as  /ks/,  for  example 

“xenophobia” /3z4nə2foʊbiə/ or “Xena” /2zi!nə/. 
 
 

    w pronounced as v – many languages don’t have the “w” sound (such as in the word 
“wow”), However, the distinction is sometimes crucial to be understood, such as in the 

words “vest” (a piece of garment) /vest/  and “west” (one of the cardinal directions) 

/west/. Just remember that to say “w”, you have to make a narrow “slit” with your 
mouth with lips not touching the teeth. However, v is never pronounced as in “wow”, but 
always as in “very”, by making the lower lip touching upper teeth. Study the following: 

 

 
 

whale  /we#l/                        veil    /ve#l/ 

Wane  /we#n/                      vein   /ve#n/ 

Wire   /wa#ər/                     via     /va#ə/ 

Wiser  /wa#zər/                   visor  /2va#zər/ 

 

 

    “ch” pronounced as “ch” – in most languages, the pronunciation rules for the digraph 

“ch” differ from the English ones. In French it is /ʃ/ (which can still be heard in the 

English word “chef” /ʃef/).   In standard English, however, it is virtually always either 

/tʃ/ (chat, chalk, chapter) or /k/ (character, chrome, orchestra), but there’s no reliable 
rule to decide which one is the correct one, so it has to be remembered. Note: In some 

British dialects, the pronunciation is sometimes somewhere between /tʃ/ and /ʃ/. 
 

 
 

    “e” pronounced as /e/  – “e” in non-stressed syllables is often pronounced as /#/, 

especially in words beginning with “de-”, such as “detective” /d#2tekt#v/,  “delay” 

/d#2le#/,  or “delete” /d#2li!t/.  However, when “de-” is stressed, it is pronounced as 
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/de/, e.g. “decorate” /2dekə3re#t/. 

 

    “th” in English is pronounced either as /θ/ or /ð/. The former is pronounced similarly 

as /t/ and the latter similarly as /d/, but the tongue touches the back side of upper teeth, 

not just the upper palate (the fleshy part behind the teeth, pronounced /2pælət/). 
 

 

Study the following: 
 

thigh /θa#/                           thy  /ða#/ 

 
theme  /θi!m/                       thee /ði!/ 

 
teeth (noun) /ti!θ/                 teethe (verb) /ti!ð/ 

bath (noun) /bɑ!θ/               bathe (verb) /be#ð/ 

breath (noun) /breθ/            breathe (verb) /bri!ð/ 
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UNIT-V 
 

(Neutralization of Mother Tongue Influence and Conversation Practice) 
 

 
 

5.1. NEUTRALIZATION OF MOTHER TONGUE INFLUENCE 
 

An Overview of Accent Neutralization:  The basic criterion of communication or accent is that 

one should understand what the other person is saying and vice versa. Communication is a 

crucial part of globalization. The need for speaking in a neutral accent has been growing today 

because the customers and the clients have to interact in a universal language in a globally 

acceptable style and accent. 

 
 

Mother Tongue Influence: The general usage of the term 'mother tongue' . . . denotes not only 

the language one learns from one's mother, but also the speaker's dominant and home language, 

i.e. not only the first language according to the time of acquisition, but the first with regard to its 

importance and the speaker's ability to master its linguistic and communicative aspects. 

 
 

Importance of Speaking in a Neutral Accent: The most preferable accent today is a neutral 

accent. It is otherwise called as neutral English or neutral English accent. Though its definition is 

vague and controversial, many people believe that speaking in this style helps them to avoid 

mother-tongue-influence   and   regional   accent.   Further   it   ensures   the   clear   mode   of 

communication. 

 
Steps to Speak in Neutral Accent: 

 

1. Listen how native speakers speak the language. 
 

2. Try to watch some good movies that can improve your overall communicative skills. 
 

3. Do not speak too fast. Keep your rate of speech under control. 
 

4. Read dictionary to learn the meaning of the word, spelling and pronunciation. 
 

5. Listen to audio clips and videos to boost your confidence while speaking. 
 

6. Record your speech to realize you problems and difficulties and correct them immediately 
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7. Increase your reading ability by going through newspapers and 
magazines. 

 

8. Learn sounds of English. Familiarize with vowel and 
consonant sounds 

 

9. Follow newsreaders and listen to them daily to enhance your clarity 
of speech. 

 

10. Do some jaw exercises to modulate your voice and accent to our 
requirements. 

 
 

 
5.2. CONVERSATION 

PRACTICE 
 

In  this  session students should be  assigned and  encouraged to  participate in  
pronunciation practice exercises which are assigned and, they are asked to find the 
mother tongue influence while speaking. 
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INTERACTIVE COMMUNICATION SKILLS (ICS) LAB 

(Part-II) 

UNIT-I 

1.1 ICE-BREAKING ACTIVITY  LAB SESSION :- 

Aim:To motivate a good team building activity and help the group to get know each other. 

Objective: 

To develop team building Activity. 

It helps them to learn about other values and problem solving styles. 

It helps in fostering student-student interaction. 

1.Ice-Breaking Activity 

An Ice-Breaker or an Ice-Breaking Activity ( or any experience) must reflect most, but hopefully 

all, of the following five criteria: 

1.It must be FUN; 

2.It must be NON-THREATENING; 

3.It must be HIGHLY INTERACTIVE; 

4.It must be SIMPLE & EASY TO UNDERSTAND; and 

5.It must be SUCCESS-ORIENTED. 

1.1.2.What Is An Ice-Breaker? 

In short, an ice-breaker aims to break the 'ice' that typically limits or inhibits the interactions of a 

group of people who may or may not know each other very well. Common occurrences of 'ice' 

may include little or no talking, poor eye contact, reluctance to make physical contact, lots of 

standing around, lack of initiative, absence of trust, etc. 

A good ice-breaker acknowledges these facts, and intervenes. when presented appropriately, with 

full regard to the needs of the group, an ice-breaker will reduce, minimize (and hopefully 

eliminate) the impact of the 'ice' and invite the group to create a more productive atmosphere, 

one that is conducive to working together or achieving whatever the purpose of the group is. 

For example, using a fun, interactive name-game to help a new group of people get to know one 
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Another, showing a Power Point presentation to frame a forthcoming experience, and smiling 

and shaking the hand of every participant as they enter your training room, are all wonderful 

ways to break the ice. 

Generally speaking, if the activity, exercise or experience successfully prepares your group for 

what is ahead, then it is more likely to be considered an effective ice-breaker. 

 

1.ICE-BREAKING ACTIVITIES: 

ANOTHER SHOE GAME: 

Every body takes off a shoe from one side (Right side) and throw that in a pile then everybody 

grap (random) a shoe form the pile and put it on.  now the aim is to pair up the shoes.  each 

person must find the people who are wearing the same shoes and stand. such that the pair of 

shoes are together. 

Eg: I'm wearing my shoe a and somebody's shoe 'G', One must find the person who is wearing 

the other shoe 'AA', then and stand so that pair of shoes are together (AA) and I must find 

someone wearing shoe 'G', and put my shoe 'G' with her shoe 'G'. Both (Sides) shoes A and shoes 

'G'. be together in space and time. 

CINDRELLA'S SHOE: 

This is an Ice-breaker, that is great for all ages and last's about 15 minutes.  have the group find a 

partner and have the pair sit next to one-another in a circle.  Now, that everybody has a partner.  

Take blind folds and blind fold one of the partner in each pair.  one at least one person one pari is 

blind folded, tell the non-blind folded person to take off one shoe and throw it in the middle of 

the circle. When a leader says go, all the blind- folded people have to go to the middle and bring 

back the right shoe that belongs to their partner. their partner can scream and yell from their seats 

but cannot touch them or physical guide them to their shoe.  the blind folded person must bring 

back the right shoe in order for the game to be stop and cindrella to live happily ever after. 

HAND-CLAP: 

This is a good in between game. One person stands up front of a chair and explains to the group 

that all they have to do is clap every time  she crosses her hands.  the leader should cross her 

hands two or three times and fake-1 and see how many people clap. Some people will then you 

can slow down your crossing motion or even tell them how many times you are going to cross 

your hands. people will still clap. 
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ONE  INTERESTING FACT: 

Students are given 5 minutes to wake around the room and introduce themselves to at least 3 

people. and find the following information about each person. 

1.What is the name of the person? 

2.Where is she from? 

3.Who is her favourite actor? 

4.What is her hobby? 

5.What is one interesting fact-about the person 

"When the five-minutes are Up began randomly calling on students to introduce one of the 

people they met to the rest of the class" 

 

1.2JUST A MINUTE ( JAM )                                                                 LAB SESSION -1I 

 

 

Aim: Helps to improve speaking skills and a command on language, convincing skills etc. 

 

Objectives:1) To present or speak about a particular issue or topic in one-minute of time. 

2) To speak without Repetition, Deviation and Hesitation. 

 
Just A Minute is one of the activities of the presentation skills conducted in the classroom. This 
activity makes the students perfect while communicating with the public 
or some other audience. 
 
Tips to be followed in Jam: 

1.Grammar mistakes can be made but only upto 5% 

2.Use only the following structures. 

* Simple present tense and V5 forms. 

* Simple past and verb in V2 form. 
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Eg: He ate an apple yesterday 

* Simple future can also be used. 

3.Do not repeat your ideas 

4. Avoid using 'and' words. 

5.Content should be simple and good. 

6.Never use negative words or sentences. 

7.Avoid saying 'But' 

8.Use the following words like however; certainly, definitely. 

9.Avoid saying particular names & religions. 

10.Conclusion can start with the following words like Hence, therefore, Overall, in start, in brief, 

I conclude that or in a bird I view. 

Activity: Write any two topics of one minute given in the class. 
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INTERACTIVE COMMUNICATION SKILLS (ICS) LAB 

(Part-II) 

UNIT-I 

 

1.3ARTICLES         LABSESSION -1II 

Definition:- The words a, an, the are called articles and help to identify whether you are talking 

about a particular person, place, animal or thing or only referring to them in a general way. 

Kinds and Uses:- 

The definite articles a and an come in front of singular countable nouns and identify the person 

or thing they represent in general way. for eg: In the sentence 'A customer wants an earphone', a 

customer simply refers to some customer and an earphone to some earphone.  The words in front 

of customer and earphone do not specify who the customer is or what kind of earphone she/he 

wants. 

Use a in front of nouns beginning with a consonant sound, such as a bottle a cupboard and an is 

used in  front of nouns beginnings with a vowel sound.  Such as an orange an Indian but an 

hour,a University, a European .  

 Use the Indefinite article in the following situations. 

1)Before a noun that is introduced for the first time in speech or writing. 

Eg:- I was born in a village in Assam. 

2)Before a noun which represents not an individual person or thing, but a whole class. 

Eg:- A judge should always be objective and fair. 

3)Used to count or measure time, distance or weight. 

Eg:-The box of nuts or bolts weigh's a kilo. 

4)With personal names in two very specific situations. 

(i) when the person referred to is a stranger to the speaker. 

Eg:-A Salin called for you while you were out. 
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(i) When the qualities of a person and not the person herself/himself, are being referred to. 

Eg:- Srinivas is growing up to be an Einstein. 

5) Used with few or little to give positive meaning. 

(i) a little- at least :- some. 

Eg:- There is a little milk in the Jar. 

(ii) A few-Small number. 

Eg:- A few people attended the meeting. 

6)Use before Abbreviations. 

Eg:-An M.P. an SBI card, a SAARC country. 

Use of Definite Article:-> 

The definite article 'the' is used in front of all kinds of common nouns, singular. and plural as 

well as countable and un countable, to refer to a particular person, animal, place or thing 

mentioned earliar by the speaker/writer or whose identity is already known to the listener/reader.  

The use of 'the' in the following sentences will make this clear. 

1)It specifies a particular person, place or thing. 

Eg:-The Institute has an excellent department in bio informatics. 

2) In front of a noun that has already been mentioned and is referred to again in the same piece of 

speech or writing. 

Eg:-We found a pup on the road and took it home.  The pup soon became part of our family. 

8) In front of a noun that is made specific by the use of qualifying word, phrase or clause. 

Eg:-The Iron that we bought is not very expensive. 

4) In Front of a singular countable nouns to refer to a whole class of things, objects etc. 

Eg:-The newborn baby sleeps most of the time. 

5)In front of a noun which is the only one of its kind in a particular situation. 

Eg:-I would like to speak to either an employee or to the person in charge here. 

6)In front of the names of mountain ranges (but not mountain peaks or hills), oceans, seas, rivers, 

lakes and groups of island (but not a single island). 
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Eg:- Mount Everest  is in the Himalayas. 

7) In front of nouns representing points on the earth and before points of compares as in. 

Eg:- The south pole, the equator, the west etc. 

8) In front of Adjectives in the superlative degree. 

Eg:- Monar is the kindest person I have ever seen. 

9) In front of adjectives when they are used as nuns referring to a class to turn it into a nouns, 

people, animals, things, places, objects etc. 

10) In front of the names of holy book. 

Eg:- The Gita, The Quran. 

11) In front of the names of well - known buildings, the names of trains and the names of news 

papers. 

Eg:- The Hindu, the parliament, the Godavari Express. 

12) In front of the plural form of a proper noun to refer to a family. 

Eg:- The Raos have moved to Mysore. 

13)In front of singular forms or proper nouns to make a comparison ( to use it as a common 

noun) 

Eg:- Anu is the Sania Mirza of our college. 

14) Use before words like last, next. 

Eg:- He is the last person to leave, 

But not when combined with week, month, Year, days of the week - I will come next week. 

15) Use before unique objects. 

Eg:- The Earth, the universe etc. 

16) In front of names of countries which are in plural form/consist of more than one word. 

Eg:- Rama lives in the united states of America. 

17) Use before ordinal numbers. 

Eg:- The first, the second etc., 
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18) Used before comparative expressions. 

Eg:- The more you play, the more active you become. 

19) Used before school, College, Hospital to Indicate the purpose other than primary purpose. 

Eg:- He went to the school to pay the fees. 

Do not use articles in the following cases:- 

1) In front of the names of people and place, except in the situations given above. 

2) In front of some abstract nouns, 

Eg: Happiness and honesty except when they are made specific by some pleasures that follow 

them.(You can use articles in front of other abstract nouns) 

Eg:- It’s a joy to see the garden in spring. 

Eg:-Everyone wants Happiness. 

3) Before uncountable noun like air and milk. 

Eg:- The pot is filled with water. 

4) Before the names of illness (but there are exceptions a head ache, a sore throat, a cold, the flu, 

the measles) 

Eg:- She could not sleep all right because of toothache. He is in bed with flu (She's got the flu) 

5) Before names of colleges and universities. 

Eg:- Ranjith took a degree in law from Delhi University. 

Ranjith took a degree in law from the university of Hyd. 

6 ) Before the names of meals had at different times of the day. except when they are specified 

by following. 

Eg:- Let's have lunch together tomorrow but I enjoyed the breakfast that maria made for us. 

7) Before nouns like church, college, hospital when they referred to in relation to this primary 

purpose and not as place or buildings. 

Eg:-Her daughter is at college. 

Her daughter cycles to the college. 
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INTERACTIVE COMMUNICATION SKILLS (ICS) LAB 

(Part-II) 

UNIT-I 

 

1.4 PREPOSITIONS:        LABSESSION -1II 

Preposition are words that appear in front of noun, noun phrases, pronouns and gerunds and link 

them to other nouns, verbs and adjective in the sentence.  The words that follow prepositions are 

said to govern them.  The preposition together with its object forms a prepositional phrase. 

Eg:- 1, He smiled at Anju. 

2, Prema kept the pen on the table. 

3, They were good to her. 

4, Satwika is fond of reading. 

Though a Preposition usually placed before the word it governs, it can also appear sometime in 

other positions. 

Eg:- Dr. Siddique is the person I spoke to 

Prepositions time 

On days of the week on Monday 

In months / seasons 

time of day 

year 

after a certain period of time 

(when?) 

in August / in winter 

in the morning 

in 2006 

in an hour 

At for night 

for weekend 

a certain point of time (when?) 

at night 

at the weekend 

at half past nine 

Since from a certain point of time 

(past till now) 

since 1980 

For over a certain period of time 

(past till now) 

for 2 years 

Ago a certain time in the past 2 years ago 

Before earlier than a certain point of before 2004 
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time 

To telling the time ten to six (5:50) 

Past telling the time ten past six (6:10) 

to / till / 

until 

marking the beginning and end 

of a period of time 

from Monday to/till Friday 

till / until in the sense of how long 

something is going to last 

He is on holiday until 

Friday. 

By in the sense of at the latest 

up to a certain time 

I will be back by 6 o’clock. 

By 11 o'clock, I had read 

five pages. 

Prepositions – Place (Position and Direction) 

In room, building, street, town, 

country 

book, paper etc. 

car, taxi 

picture, world 

in the kitchen, in London 

in the book 

in the car, in a taxi 

in the picture, in the world 

At meaning next to, by an object 

for table 

for events 

place where you are to do 

something typical (watch a 

film,study, work) 

at the door, at the station 

at the table 

at a concert, at the party 

at the cinema, at school, at 

work 

On attached 

for a place with a river 

being on a surface 

for a certain side (left, right) 

for a floor in a house 

for public transport 

for television, radio 

the picture on the wall 

London lies on the Thames. 

on the table 

on the left 

on the first floor 

on the bus, on a plane 

on TV, on the radio 

by, next 

to, 

beside 

left or right of somebody or 

something 

Jane is standing by / next to / 

beside the car. 

Under on the ground, lower than (or 

covered by) something else 

the bag is under the table 

Below lower than something else but 

above ground 

the fish are below the surface 

Over covered by something else 

meaning more than 

getting to the other side (also 

across) 

put a jacket over your shirt 

over 16 years of age 

walk over the bridge 

climb over the wall 



Page | 

 

 

overcoming an obstacle 

Above higher than something else, 

but not directly over it 

a path above the lake 

Across getting to the other side (also 

over) 

getting to the other side 

walk across the bridge 

swim across the lake 

Through something with limits on top, 

bottom and the sides 

drive through the tunnel 

To movement to person or 

building 

movement to a place or 

country 

for bed 

go to the cinema 

go to London / Ireland 

go to bed 

Into enter a room / a building go into the kitchen / the house 

Towards movement in the direction of 

something (but not directly 

to it) 

go 5 steps towards the house 

Onto movement to the top of 

something 

jump onto the table 

From in the sense of where from a flower from the garden 

From who gave it a present from Jane 

Of who/what does it belong to 

what does it show 

a page of the book 

the picture of a palace 

By who made it a book by Mark Twain 

On walking or riding on horseback 

entering a public transport 

vehicle 

on foot, on horseback 

get on the bus 

In entering a car / Taxi get in the car 

Off leaving a public transport 

vehicle 

get off the train 

out of leaving a car / Taxi get out of the taxi 

By rise or fall of something 

travelling (other than walking 

or horse riding) 

prices have risen by 10 

percent 

by car, by bus 

At for age she learned Russian at 45 

About for topics, meaning what about we were talking about you 
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Other important Prepositions 

Effective use of prepositions 

[Where preposition should not be used] 

 

Don’t Say/Write     Say/Write 

1. Resembles to/with     Resembles 

2. Investigate into     Investigate 

3. Ordered/or      Ordered 

4. To love with a man     Love a man 

5. Enter into the room     Enter the room 

6. Pick up a quarrel     Pick a quarrel 

7. Ask/from      Ask 

8. Pass in the examination    Pass the examination 

9. Precede before     Precede 

10. Succeed after     Succeed 

11. Only to the orders    Only the orders 

12. Discuss about the problem   Discuss the problem 

13. Accompany with a man    Accompany a man 

14. Approach to a man/place    Approach a man/place 

15. To promise to a man    Promise to man 

16. To request to a man  Request to man 

17. Married with     Married 

18. Resign from     Resign 

19. Sign on the paper     Sign the paper 

20. Enough of money     Enough money 

21. Recommend for a man    Recommend a man 

22. Benefit to a man      Benefit a man 

23. To leave with bag and baggage   To leave bag and baggage 

24. Return to home     Return home 

25. Told to her     Told her 

26. Pity on a man     Pity a man 

27. To answer to a question    To answer a question 

28. To criticize on a man/work   To criticize a man/work 

 

Exercise: 

Directions: In each sentence given below there is a blank space. Below each sentence four 

words, marked (a), (b), (c) and (d) are given. Out of these words, tick mark the most appropriate 

word to fill in the blank. 

 

1. You are trying to drag me _____the controversy. 
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(a) in   (b) into   (c) from  (d) for 

2. I complimented _____ him examination. 

(a) over   (b) for    (c) to    (d) on 

3. He was heart ____ broken ____ sudha’s indifference to him. 

(a) at   (b) on   (c) over   (d) upon 

4. Translate this passage from English _____ Hindi. 

(a) in   (b) into   (c) to    (d) upto 

5. This accommodation is not adequate ____ the needs of our family. 

(a) upto   (b) on   (c) to    (d) for 

 

6. I challenged him ____ a game of chess. 

(a) for   (b) to   (c) against  (d) about 

7. I left my friend leaning ____ a lamp ____ post with a cigarette between his lips. 

(a) over   (b) upon  (c) against  (d) on 

8. He is in the habit of finding fault ____ other’s works. 

(a) in    (b) with   (c) of    (d) for 

9. The college term will end ____ a month. 

(a) in   (b) with   (c) after   (d) 

after about 

10. They wanted advice ____ how they could procure funds for their new business. 

(a) about   (b) to    (c) for   (d) on 

11. There is already opposition ____ the government’s industrial policy. 

(a) for   (b) from  (c) to   (d) towards 

12. In an election those in power should feel obliged to compete ____ their opponents on 

equal terms. 

(a) with   (b) towards  (c) against  (d) on 

13. The work on this project has been seriously set ____. 

(a) on   (b) off   (c) of   (d) about 

14. This house is too expensive to keep ____. 

(a) off   (b) up   (c) to   (d) at 

15. Coal has become dearer ____ the end of the last year. 

(a) from  (b) for   (c) since  (d) to 

16. A girl with blue eyes has just gone ____ the door. 

(a) off   (b) in   (c) beside  (d) through 

17. His genius borders _____ lunacy. 

(a) to   (b) up to   (c) on   (d) about 

18. Ravi is married _____ a cousin of mine. 

(a) with   (b) to   (c) along with  (d) off 

19. When I parted _____ my mother, there were tears in my eyes. 

(a) from  (b) with   (c) off   (d) of 
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20. Conversation was carried on ______ whispers. 

(a) on    (b) by   (c) away  (d) in 

21. Order ____ his release has been issued. 

(a) of   (b) for   (c) about  (d) on 

22. My mother is afflicted _____ pain in the joints. 

(a) with   (b) at    (c) of   (d) for 

 

23. With your help, I could tide _____ my difficulties. 

(a) away  (b) off   (c) against  (d) over 

24. The minister will be requested to give _____ the prizes to the winners. 

(a) away  (b) no preposition is needed  (c) off  (d) in 

25. She said that she was feeling sick _____ heart. 

(a) of    (b) in   (c) at   (d) to 

26. Those who count _____ other’s help generally lose the game. 

(a) about  (b) above  (c) around  (d) on 

 

27. The lion sprang _____ the cow. 

(a) upon  (b) on   (c) over   (d) off 

28. Nepal lies _____ India and China. 

(a) among  (b) beyond  (c) between  (d) below 

29. I shall stand by you _____ thick and thin. 

(a) in   (b) into   (c) about  (d) through 

30. Mohini resembles ____ her mother. 

(a) with   (b) after   (c) no preposition is needed  

(d) to 

31. The minister has promised to look _____ the matter. 

(a) at   (b) into   (c) for   (d) about 

32. Open your book ____ page ten and start reading. 

(a) at    (b) on   (c) upon  (d) over 

33. Employees who have twenty ____ five year’s service become entitled _____ a pension. 

(a) of   (b) on   (c) to   (d) towards 

34. Poor old Mr. Singh, he has suffered _____ rheumatism for twenty years. 

(a) with   (b) of   (c) from 

(d) no preposition is needed 

35. The frustrated lover jumped _____ the river. 

(a) in    (b) within  (c) at   (d) into 

36. You are advised to learn this lesson word _____ word, 

(a) for   (b) by    (c) to   (d) in 

37. Let us discuss ____ ‘The Female Education’ in India, 

(a) no preposition is needed  (b) about  (c) of   (d) on 
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38. I can write a book ____ grammer. 

(a) on   (b) of   (c) about  (d) in 

39. It is hardly ten years _____ the reform was introduced. 

(a) on   (b) over 

(c) since  (d) no preposition is needed 

40. Each boy and each girl was presented _____ sweets, 

            (a) no preposition is needed (b) with  (c) to   (d) for 
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INTERACTIVE COMMUNICATION SKILLS (ICS) LAB 

(Part-II) 

UNIT-I 

 

ROOTS - PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES                                                  LAB SESSION: 

Aim: It helps the studentto figure out the meaning of new words. 

Objective:1. It helps to state the difference between pre fix and suffix 

2. The knowledge of root words and affixes to determine the purpose of usage. 

3. The meaning of a 3word understood by studying the prefix and suffix 

4. Widens the vocabulary by creating new words. 

5. Reviewing the difficult vocabulary. 

Definition :-Prefixes and Suffixes are sets of letters added to the begining or end of anotyher 

word and have no meaning of their own and have a hyphen before or after them. 

 

Root, Prefix or 

Suffix 
Meaning Examples 

a, ac, ad, af, 

ag, al, an, ap, 

as, at 

to, toward, near, in 

addition to, by 

aside, accompany, adjust, aggression, 

allocate, annihilate, affix, associate, 

attend, adverb 

a-, an- not, without 
apolitical, atheist, anarchy, anonymous, 

apathy, aphasia, anemia 

ab, abs away from, off absolve, abrupt, absent 

-able, -ible Adjective: worth, ability solvable, incredible 

acer, acid, 

acri 
bitter, sour, sharp acerbic, acidity, acrid, acrimony 

act, ag do, act, drive active, react, agent, active, agitate 

Acu Sharp acute, acupuncture, accurate 

-acy, -cy Noun: state or quality privacy, infancy, adequacy, intimacy, 
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supremacy 

-ade act, product, sweet drink blockade, lemonade 

aer, aero air, atmosphere, aviation aerial, aerosol, aerodrome 

ag, agi, ig, 

act 
do, move, go 

agent, agenda, agitate, navigate, 

ambiguous, action 

-age 
Noun: activity, or result 

of action 
courage, suffrage, shrinkage, tonnage 

agri, agro pertaining to fields or soil agriculture, agroindustry 

-al 
Noun: action, result of 

action 
referral, disavowal, disposal, festival 

-al, -ial, -ical 
Adjective: quality, 

relation 
structural, territorial, categorical 

alb, albo white, without pigment albino, albite 

ali, allo, alter Other 
alias, alibi, alien, alloy, alter, alter ego, 

altruism 

Alt high, deep altimeter, altitude 

am, ami, 

amor 
love, like, liking amorous, amiable, amicable, enamoured 

Ambi Both ambidextrous 

Ambul to walk 
ambulatory, amble, ambulance, 

somnambulist 

-an Noun: person artisan, guardian, historian, magician 

ana, ano up, back, again, anew anode, anagram, anagenetic 

-ance, -ence 
Noun: action, state, 

quality or process 

resistance, independence, extravagance, 

fraudulence 

-ancy, -ency 
Noun: state, quality or 

capacity 
vacancy, agency, truancy, latency 

andr, andro 
male, characteristics of 

men 
androcentric, android 

Ang Angular angle 
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Anim mind, life, spirit, anger animal, animate, animosity 

ann, annu, 

enni 
Yearly 

annual, annual, annuity, anniversary, 

perrenial 

-ant, -ent 

Noun: an agent, 

something that performs 

the action 

disinfectant, dependent, fragrant 

-ant, -ent, -

ient 

Adjective: kind of agent, 

indication 
important, dependent, convenient 

Ante Before 
anterior, anteroom, antebellum, antedate, 

antecedent antediluvian 

Anthrop Man anthropology, misanthrope, philanthropy 

anti, ant against, opposite 
antisocial, antiseptic, antithesis, antibody, 

antinomies, antifreeze, antipathy 

anti, antico Old antique, antiquated, antiquity 

apo, ap, aph 
away from, detached, 

formed 
apology, apocalypse, aphagia 

Aqu Water Aqueous 

-ar, -ary 
Adjective: resembling, 

related to 
spectacular, unitary 

Arch chief, first, rule 
archangel, architect, archaic, monarchy, 

matriarchy, patriarchy, Archeozoic era 

-ard, -art Noun: characterized braggart, drunkard, wizard 

aster, astr Star 
aster, asterisk, asteroid, astronomy, 

astronaut 

-ate 
Noun: state, office, 

fuction 
candidate, electorate, delegate 

-ate Verb: cause to be graduate, ameliorate, amputate, colligate 

-ate Adjective: kind of state Inviolate 

-ation 
Noun: action, resulting 

state 
specialization, aggravation, alternation 

auc, aug, aut to originate, to increase augment , author, augment, auction 
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aud, audi, 

aur, aus 
to hear, listen 

audience, audio, audible, auditorium, 

audiovisual, audition, auricular, ausculate 

aug, auc Increase augur, augment, auction 

aut, auto Self 
automobile, automatic, automotive, 

autograph, autonomous, autoimmune 

Bar weight, pressure Barometer 

Be 

on, around, over, about, 

excessively, make, cause, 

name, affect 

berate, bedeck, bespeak, belittle, 

beleaguer 

Belli War rebellion, belligerent, casus belli, bellicose 

Bene good, well, gentle 
benefactor, beneficial, benevolent, 

benediction, beneficiary, benefit 

bi, bine Two 
biped, bifurcate, biweekly, bivalve, 

biannual 

bibl, bibli, 

biblio 
Book bibliophile, bibliography, Bible 

bio, bi Life 
biography, biology, biometricsm biome, 

biosphere 

Brev Short abbreviate, brevity, brief 

cad, cap, cas, 

ceiv, cept, 

capt, cid, cip 

to take, to seize, to hold 

receive, deceive, capable, capacious, 

captive, accident, capture, occasion, 

concept, intercept, forceps, except, 

reciprocate 

cad, cas to fall cadaver, cadence, cascade 

-cade Procession Motorcade 

Calor Heat calorie, caloric, calorimeter 

capit, capt Head decapitate, capital, captain, caption 

Carn Flesh 
carnivorous, incarnate, reincarnation, 

carnal 

cat, cata, 

cath 
down, with catalogue, category, catheter 
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caus, caut burn, heat caustic, cauldron, cauterize 

cause, cuse, 

cus 
cause, motive because, excuse, accusation 

ceas, ced, 

cede, ceed, 

cess 

to go, to yield, move, go, 

surrender 

succeed, proceed, precede, recede, 

secession, exceed, succession 

Cent Hundred centennial, century, centipede 

centr, centri Center 
eccentricity, centrifugal, concentric, 

eccentric 

Chrom Color 
chrome, chromosome, polychrome, 

chromatic 

Chron Time 
chronology, chronic, chronicle 

chronometer, anachronism, synchronize 

cide, cis, cise to kill, to cut, cut down 
fratricide, homicide, incision, incision, 

circumcision, scissors 

circum Around 

circumnavigate, circumflex, circumstance, 

circumcision, circumference, 

circumorbital, circumlocution, 

circumvent, circumscribe, circulatory 

Cit call, start incite, citation, cite 

Civ Citizen civic, civil, civilian, civilization 

clam, claim cry out 
exclamation, clamor, proclamation, 

reclamation, acclaim 

Clin lean, bend decline, aclinic, inclination 

clud, clus 

claus 
to close, shut 

include, exclude, clause, claustrophobia, 

enclose, exclusive, reclusive, conclude 

co, cog, col, 

coll, con, 

com, cor 

with, together 

cohesiveness, cognate, collaborate, 

convene, commitment, compress, 

contemporary, converge, compact, 

confluence, convenient, concatenate, 

conjoin, combine, correct 

cogn, gnos to know 
recognize, cognizant, diagnose, agnostic, 

incognito, prognosis 
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com, con Fully 
complete, compel, conscious, condense, 

confess, confirm 

contr, contra, 

counter 
against, opposite 

contradict, counteract, contravene, 

contrary, counterspy, contrapuntal 

cord, cor, 

cardi 
Heart 

cordial, concord, discord, courage, 

encourage 

Corp Body 
corporation, corporal punishment, corpse, 

corpulent, corpus luteum 

Cort Correct escort, cortage 

Cosm universe, world 
cosmos, microcosm, cosmopolitan, 

cosmonaut 

cour, cur, 

curr, curs 
run, course 

occur, excursion, discourse, courier, 

course 

crat, cracy Rule 
autocrat, aristocrat, theocracy, 

technocracy 

cre, cresc, 

cret, crease 
Grow create, crescent, accretion, increase 

Crea Create creature, recreation, creation 

Cred Believe 
creed, credo, credence, credit, credulous, 

incredulous, incredible 

cresc, cret, 

crease, cru 
rise, grow 

crescendo, concrete, increase, decrease, 

accrue 

Crit separate, choose critical, criterion, hypocrite 

cur, curs Run 
current, concurrent, concur, incur, recur, 

occur, courier, precursor, cursive 

Cura Care curator, curative, manicure 

cycl, cyclo wheel, circle, circular Cyclops, unicycle, bicycle, cyclone, cyclic 

de- 

from, down, away, to do 

the opposite, reverse, 

against 

detach, deploy, derange, decrease, 

deodorize, devoid, deflate, degenerate 

dec, deca ten, ten times 
decimal, decade, decalogue, decimate, 

decathlon 
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dec, dign Suitable decent decorate dignity 

dei, div God divinity, divine, deity, divination, deify 

dem, demo 
people, populace, 

population 

democracy, demography, demagogue, 

epidemic 

dent, dont Tooth dental, denture, orthodontist, periodontal 

Derm skin, covering 
hypodermic, dermatology, epidermis, 

taxidermy 

di-, dy- two, twice, double divide, diverge, diglycerides 

Dia through, across, between 
diameter, diagonal, dialogue dialect, 

dialectic, diagnosis, diachronic 

dic, dict, dit say, speak 

dictation, dictionary, dictate, dictator, 

Dictaphone, edict, predict, verdict, 

contradict, benediction 

dis, dif 

not, opposite of, reverse, 

separate, deprive of, 

away 

dismiss, differ, disallow, disperse, 

dissuade, divide, disconnect, 

disproportion, disrespect, distemper, 

disarray 

Dit Give credit, audit 

doc, doct teach, prove 
docile, doctor, doctrine, document, 

dogma, indoctrinate 

domin 
master, that which is 

under control 
dominate, dominion, predominant, domain 

Don Give donate, condone 

Dorm Sleep dormant, dormitory 

Dox thought, opinion, praise orthodox, heterodox, paradox, doxology 

-drome run, step syndrome, aerodrome, velodrome 

duc, duct to lead, pull 

produce, abduct, product, transducer, 

viaduct, aqueduct, induct, deduct, reduce, 

induce 

Dura hard, lasting durable, duration, endure 

dynam Power dynamo, dynamic, dynamite, 
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hydrodynamics 

dys- 
bad, abnormal, difficult, 

impaired, unfavorable 
dysfunctional, dyslexia, dyspathy 

e- 

not, missing, out, fully, 

away, computer network 

related 

emit, embed, eternal,ether, erase, email, e-

tailer 

ec- out of, outside 
echo, eclipse, eclectic, ecesis, ecstasy, 

exzema 

eco- 

household, environment, 

relating to ecology or 

economy 

ecology, economize, ecospheres, 

ecomanagement 

ecto- outside, external ectomorph, ectoderm, ectoplasm 

-ed Verb: past tense dressed, faded, patted, closed, introduced 

-ed 

Adjective: having the 

quality or characteristics 

of 

winged, moneyed, dogged, tiered 

-en Verb: to cause to become lengthen, moisten, sharpen 

-en Adjective: material golden, woolen, silken 

en-, em- 
put into, make, provide 

with, surround with 

enamor, embolden, enslave, empower, 

entangle 

-ence, -ency 
Noun: action or process, 

quality or state 

reference, emergency, dependence, 

eminence, latency 

end- inside, within 
endorse, endocardial, endergonic, 

endoskeleton, endoscope, endogenous 

epi- 
upon, close to, over, 

after, altered 

epicenter, epicarp, epilogue, epigone, 

epidiorite 

equi- Equal 
equidistant, equilateral, equilibrium, 

equinox, equation, equator 

-er, -ier Adjective: comparative better, brighter, sooner, hotter, happier 

-er, -or 
Noun: person or thing 

that does something 

flyer, reporter, player, member, fryer, 

collector, concentrator 

-er, -or Verb: action ponder, dishonor, clamor 
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Erg work, effect 
energy, erg, allergy, ergometer, 

ergograph, ergophobia 

-ery 

collective qualities, art, 

practice, trade, collection, 

state, condition 

snobbery, bakery, geenery, gallery, 

slavery 

-es, -ies 

Noun: plural of most 

nouns ending in -ch, -s, -

sh, -o and -z and some in 

-f and -y 

passes, glasses, ladies, heroes 

 

1.5SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS     LABSESSION: 

Aim : To help the students to widen the vocabulary and help in word building. 

Objectives :1. Helps the students to read. 

                     2.Students can apply what they have learned . 

               3. Demonstrate reading vocabulary knowledge. 

                4.Helps to avoid using long phrases. 

Synonyms: A synonym is a word or expression accepted as a figurative or symbolic substitute 

for another word or expression.  In other words, we can say that a synonym is a word which has 

the same, or almost the same meaning as that of another word in the same language. For 

example: mix, blend and mingle are synonyms as they convey more or less same meanings. 

English has the largest vocabulary and, therefore, has more synonyms than any other language in 

the world. 

It may, however, be noted that, except in rare cases, no two words are exact synonyms that are 

interchangeable in all the contexts in which either might appear.  However, within a given 

context, there are often close synonyms.  For example: teach, educate and instruct, convey more 

or less same meanings and can be called synonyms though they slightly differ from one another, 

principally in degrees of abstraction.  Hence words which are synonymous in one of their 

meanings may differ considerably in their other meanings.They are the  words that have the same 

or nearly the same meaning. 

Eg:-1. Clam -Silent , quiet, peaceful    tranquil, still, pacify. 

2. Joy-Happiness, cheer, bliss, ecstasy, pleasure, merriment, mirth, exultation, delight, 

elation. 
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3.Abandoned: Deserted, discarded, vacated. 

4.Adversity-Difficulty, Mis-fortune,Calamity 

Antonyms: They are the words that mean the opportunity of other words. 

Type 1It is formed by bearing no resemblance to it . 

Eg: Hot x Cold 

Happy x Sad  Good x Bad  Tall x Short 

Small x Big  Right x Wrong Up x Down 

Fast x Slow  Rich x Poor   Pretty x Ugly 

Type 2 They are formed by replacing the first word in a compound with another word or 

group of letters called prefix. 

Eg: Limited x Unlimited   Understand x Mis-Understand. 

Tidy x Untidy   .Approve x Disapprove 

Exam x Re-Exam  Possible x Impossible 

Like x Unlike   Literat x Illiterate 

Responsible x Irresponsible Convenient x Inconvenient 

Type3They are formed by adding a group of letters called suffix. 

Eg: Useful x Useless   Careful x Careless 

Painful x Painless   Doubtful x Doubtless 

Hopeful x Hopeless  Harmful x Harmless 

Meaningful x Meaningless  Colourful x Colorful 

Type4 They are some antonyms formed by adding letters in front and end of the words 

.Some of these beginning and endings do not always mark meaning. They would be an 

entirely unrelated. 

Eg:1 Disown -No longer connected to a person. 

Own -Possession 

2. Dislocate- The bone moves out of its normal position. 
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Locate - Find the exact position. 

3. Un-Earth- To find something buried it. 

Earth- Earth - Earth is not used as verb. 

4. Un-Failing -Be helpful in times of trouble. 

Failing - Unsuccessful. 

Activity:1)Write atleast 10 Synonyms. 

2)Write at least 15 Antonyms 
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